A. FIRM Fundraiser:

With this year's legislature about to consider insurance bills that may cause rates to increase substantially  for Monroe County residents, FIRM will be kicking off a fundraising effort to get us through this legislative session.  The goal is to raise $30,000 to fund the cost of expert witnesses to testify concerning the need for improvement in the insurance rate models to ensure they are actuarially sound, develop our testimony and send members to Tallahassee to lobby for sound rates and maintenance of the 10% limit on annual rate increases.  State statute requires actuarially sound rates, but current models do not consider the effects of storm surge.  FIRM believes that in large storms the damage from flood on elements that would have also been affected by wind damage (like contents, drywall, etc.) should be modeled as deducts on wind insurance in all coastal communities in the state.  The fundraising effort will be a personal appeal to members to contact ten friends and requesting each of them to send $20.00 to FIRM through our website, www.firmkeys.org, or by mail at FIRM 3739 Paula Ave, Key West, FL 33040.  All donors will have their names placed in a drawing for a weekend stay in a Keys Hotel.  

